Safran
(Crocus vernus, (L.) Hill)

Spring crocus is a perennial plant from
the iris family and one of the first signs of
spring. It often blooms as early as
February, pushing through the snow. The
flowers open during sunny days and last
for 3-4 days, appearing on stems without

leaves, which develop later.
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	Spring crocus is a perennial plant from the iris family and one of the first signs of spring. It often blooms as early as February, pushing through the snow. The flowers open during sunny days and last for 3–4 days, appearing on stems without leaves, which develop later. Saffron, obtained from the stigma of the crocus flower, is one of the most expensive spices in the world. Approximately 150 flowers are required to produce just 1 gram of saffron. Wild crocus species in Croatia are strictly protected.
	Proljetni šafran je trajnica iz porodice perunika. Jedan je od prvih vjesnika proljeća, cvate već u veljači provirujući kroz snijeg. Cvijet se otvara danju za sunčanog vremena, traje 3-4 dana a nalazi na stapci bez listova, oni se kasnije razviju.  Šafran se u obliku praha koristi kao začin, koji je jedan od najskupljih na svijetu. Skup je upravo zbog toga što se dobiva iz tučka cvijeta šafrana pa je za samo 1 gram tog začina potrebno obraditi 150 cvjetova. Samonikle vrste šafrana su u Hrvatskoj strogo zaštićene vrste.

